BIC 2340

Social World II

THE CONDITIONS & POSSIBILITIES OF HUMAN FULFILMENT
Spring 2006
Tuesday & Thursday 12:30-1:50

Professors: 

David Corey, Elizabeth Corey, 

David Nichols, Thomas Odegaard,
Scott Segrest, David Smith

REQUIRED BOOKS:
1. Machiavelli, Mandragola (Waveland Press, 1981): ISBN: 0917974573

2. Hobbes, Leviathan (Cambridge, 1996): ISBN: 0521567971 

3. Locke, Second Treatise (Cambridge, 1988): ISBN: 0521357306 

4. Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments (Liberty Fund, 1990): ISBN: 0865970122 

5. Rousseau, Second Discourse (Hackett, 1992): ISBN: 0872201503 

6. Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals (Knopf, 1989): ISBN: 0679724621 

7. David Brooks, Bobos in Paradise: The New Upper Class and How They Got There (Simon & Schuster, 2001): ISBN: 0684853787

COURSE GOALS:

This course introduces students to the modern period of Western intellectual history and to the grand dialogue not only among modern thinkers, but also between the ancients and the moderns, concerning the conditions and possibilities of human fulfillment.  The principal questions from last semester (Social World I) are still with us: what are the most rewarding kinds of life, and what political or social arrangements best facilitate human fulfillment?  But there is something distinct about the way the great modern philosophers and theorists approach these questions.  

It is the basic assumption of this course that when we strive to understand the most influential writers of Western culture we also arrive at a better understanding of ourselves as the inheritors of that culture.  Thus our aims this semester are:
- to understand what is unique about modern social-political thought

- to understand the relationship between and among particular modern thinkers 
- to reach some tentative evaluations about the thinkers we’re reading and about the character of modern life in general.  

COURSE STRUCTURE:

The course will involve large-group sessions as well as small-group discussions.  Each student will be required to complete an in-class midterm exam and a final exam consisting of essays and multiple choice.  Lectures, group discussions, and writing assignments will aim, above all, at assisting students in acquiring and refining the art of serious reading—that is, of analytically rigorous reading.  Students will also receive regular in-class quizzes to reinforce the expectation that they come always prepared to make substantive contributions to group discussions.

Attendance:

As the fruits of this course come largely by way of classroom conversation, attendance is required.  In accordance with Baylor’s policy on attendance, any student who misses more than seven scheduled class meetings will automatically fail the course, regardless of performance.  Students who accumulate more than three absences should expect to see their grade for the course substantially affected.  We do not distinguish between “excused” and “unexcused” absences, so there is no need to tell us why you were absent or to worry about a doctor’s note.

Participation: A participation grade of 15% will be based on the contributions you make to classroom conversations.  “Contribution” refers not only the frequency with which you speak, but also the quality of your reflections.  This portion of your grade will also reflect your attendance.

Quizzes:  Students will be regularly quizzed on the reading assignment for particular class sessions.  Typically, these quizzes take the form of multiple-choice questions.  A quiz will be administered at the beginning of most small group sessions.  Taken together, the quizzes will count for 20% of the final grade for the course.

Study Questions:  In preparation for certain classes meetings, students will complete study questions.  These questions are designed to aid students in their reflection on the texts; they also afford an opportunity for students and their teachers to communicate about textual analysis and writing technique.  Thus students who put the most effort into the study questions will find themselves most prepared for the midterm and final papers.  Taken together, study questions will count for 15% of the final grade for the course.

Exams:  There will be two exams for this course: an in-class midterm exam, which will constitute 20% of the course grade, and a final exam, cumulative in nature (including a take-home essay portion), which will constitute 30% of the final grade for the course.

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:

The faculty members of Social World II support the Baylor University Honor Code, as well as the process for addressing cheating and plagiarism, which appears in the Baylor University Student Handbook (http://www3.baylor.edu/StudentHandbook/pp_constitution.htm).  Students who violate the Baylor University Honor Code by cheating or plagiarizing may be assigned an “F” for the assignment and/or for the course; and their case may be referred to the Honor Council.  Examples of cheating may include copying from another student’s test, giving another student answers during an exam, or reviewing a stolen copy of an exam.  Examples of plagiarism (i.e., stealing and passing off as one’s own the ideas or words of another) may include submitting the same paper to two or more classes without permission, hiring a ghost writer, submitting as one’s own a paper from student organization files or the Internet, and copying materials without footnoting or otherwise giving credit.

Students agree that by taking this course, all required papers, exams, class projects or other assignments submitted for credit may be submitted to turnitin.com to review and evaluate for originality and intellectual integrity. A description of turnitin.com is available on its web site: http://www.turnitin.com. All work submitted to turnitin.com will be added to its database of papers. 

GRADE SCALE:

Grades for the course are based on scores for participation, quizzes, study questions, a mid-term, and a final exam, and will be calculated according to the following scale:

100 - 90% = A 
89 - 87% = B+

86 - 80% = B            

79 - 77% = C+          

76 - 70% = C

69 - 60% = D

59 - 0% = F
Participation:        
15%

Quizzes:              
20%

Study Questions:   
15%

Midterm

20%

Final


30%

T, 1/10

Introduction to Social World II
I. Machiavelli’s Modernism

Th, 1/12
Large Group: On the Mandragola


Reading, Niccolo Machiavelli Mandragola (entire)

II. The Modern Liberal State

A. Thomas Hobbes: 
“For by ART is created that great Leviathan called a Common-wealth, or state (in Latin civitas) which is but an artificial man, though of greater stature and strength than the natural, for whose protection and defense it was intended; and in which the sovereignty is an artificial soul, as giving life and motion to the whole body.” (Leviathan, p. 9)

“For though in all places of the world, men should lay the foundation of their houses on the sand, it could not thence be inferred that so it ought to be.  The skill of making, and maintaining Commonwealths consisteth in certain rules as doth arithmetique and Geometry; not (as Tennis-play) on practice only: which rules, neither poor men have the leisure, nor men that have had the leisure have hitherto had the curiosity or the method to find out.” (Leviathan, p. 145)
T, 1/17

Large Group: Taming Nature with Art: Hobbes’s Materialism.
Reading from the Leviathan (30 pages):
“Epistle Dedicatory” (pp. 3-4)

“Introduction” (pp. 9-11)

Ch. 1: “Of Sense” (pp. 13-14)

Ch. 6: “Interior Beginnings of Voluntary Motions” (pp. 37-46)

Ch. 10: “Power, Worth, Dignity Honor and Worthiness” (pp. 62-9) 
Ch. 11: “The Difference of Manners” (69-75)

TH, 1/19
Leviathan (28 pages):


Ch. 13: “The Natural Condition of Mankind” (pp. 86-90)


Ch. 14: “The First and Second Natural Laws” (pp. 91-100)



Ch. 15: “Other Laws of Nature” (pp. 100-111)



Ch. 16: “Persons, Authors and things Personated” (pp. 111-115)


**Recommended Movie: Lord of the Flies (1963, Director: Peter Brook)
T, 1/24

Leviathan (42 pages):
Ch. 17: “Causes, Generation and Definition of Common-Wealth” (pp. 117-121)

Ch. 18: “Rights of Sovereigns by Institution” (pp. 121-9)
Ch. 21: “Liberty of Subjects” (pp. 145-154)

Ch. 29: “Things that Weaken or Tend to the Dissolution of a Common-wealth” (pp. 221-230)
Ch. 30: “Office of the Sovereign Representative” (pp. 231-244)
B. John Locke: 

“The State of Nature has a Law of Nature to govern it, which obliges everyone: And Reason, which is that Law, teaches all Mankind, who will but consult it, that being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his Life, Health, Liberty, or Possessions.” (Second Treatise, p. 271)

“Whatsoever then he removes out of the State that Nature hath provided, and left it in, he hath mixed his labor with, and joined to it something that is his own, and thereby makes it his property.” (Second Treatise, p. 288)

“Thus that Learned King who well understood the Notions of things, makes the difference betwixt King and Tyrant to consist only in this, That one makes the Laws the bounds of his power, and the Good of the Public, the end of his Government; the other makes all give way to his own Will and Appetite.” (Second Treatise, p. 400)
TH, 1/26
Second Treatise (18 pages):



Ch. 1: Introduction (pp. 267-68)



Ch. 2: “The State of Nature” (pp. 269-78)



Ch. 3: “The State of War” (pp. 278-82)



Ch. 4: “Slavery” (pp. 283-5)

T, 1/31

Second Treatise (45 pages)


Ch. 5: “Property” (pp. 285-302)



Ch. 6: “Paternal Power” (pp. 303-18)



Ch. 7: “Political or Civil Society” (pp. 318-30)

TH, 2/2 
Second Treatise (23 pages)


Ch. 8: “Of the Beginning of Political Societies” (pp. 330-49)


Ch. 9: “Of the Ends of Political Society and Government” (pp. 350-3)



**Recommended Movie: Cromwell (1970, Director: Ken Hughes)
T, 2/7 

Large Group: Locke on the Subordination of Powers.
Reading from the Second Treatise (30 pages):
Ch. 10: “The Forms of the Commonwealth” (pp. 354-5)

Ch. 11: “Extent of the Legislative Power” (pp. 355-63)

Ch. 12: “Legislative, Exec. & Federative Power of the Commonwealth” (364-66).

Ch. 13: “Subordination of the Powers of the Commonwealth” (pp. 366-74).

Ch. 14: “Prerogative” (pp. 374-80)

Ch. 15: “Paternal, Political & Despotical Power Consid’d Together (pp. 380-84)

TH, 2/9 
Second Treatise (14 pages)


Ch. 16: “Of Conquest” (pp. 384-97).



Ch. 17: “Of Usurpation” (pp. 397-98).

T, 2/14

Reading from the Second Treatise (30 pages):
Ch. 18: “Of Tyranny” (pp. 398-405)

Ch. 19: “Of the Dissolution of Government” (pp. 406-28)

C. Adam Smith 
“The division of labor . . . so far as it can be introduced, occasions in every art, a proportionable increase of the productive powers of labor.” (Wealth of Nations, Vol. 1, bk. 1, p. 15)

“It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest.” (Wealth of Nations, Vol. 1, bk. 2, p. 27)

TH, 2/16
Theory of Moral Sentiments (23 pages):


Smith’s treatment of sympathy (pp. 9-26)

The corruption of moral sentiments (pp. 61-6)
T, 2/21

Theory of Moral Sentiments (49 pages)


Merit & demerit; justice & beneficence (pp. 67-91)

Judgments about sentiments, conduct and duty (pp. 109-119)

Conscience (pp. 134-139)

Self deceit; origin and use of general rules (pp. 156-61)

Effect of utility upon the sentiment of approbation (pp. 171-187)
TH, 2/23
Theory of Moral Sentiments (35 pages)


The individual and happiness; prudence (pp. 212-245, pp. 262-264)
T, 2/28

Large Group: Adam Smith on Economics and Politics
Reading: Selections from Wealth of Nations, Book 1 (25 pages)
Bk 1, Ch. 1: “The Division of Labor” (pp. 13-24)

Bk 1, Ch. 2: “The Principal which Gives Occasion to the Division of Labor (pp. 25-30)

Bk 4, Ch. 2: “Restraints upon Importations” (only pp. 452-9)

Bk 4, Ch 9: “Agricultural Systems,” (only paragraphs 49-51, pp. 686-8)
TH, 3/2
Contemporary reflections on classical liberalism: Reading to be announced.
T, 3/7
More contemporary reflections on classical liberalism: Reading to be announced.

TH, 3/9 
In-class Midterm Exam
T, 3/14 
SPRING BREAK

TH, 3/16 
SPRING BREAK

III: Romantic Misgivings

A. Jean-Jacques Rousseau

“Most of our ills are of our own making . . . .  We could have avoided nearly all of them by preserving the simple, regular and solitary lifestyle prescribed to us by nature.  If nature has destined us to be healthy, I almost dare to affirm that the state of reflection is a state contrary to nature and that the man who meditates is a depraved animal.” (Discourse on Inequality, p. 23)

“The first person who, having enclosed a plot of land, took it into his head to say this is mine and found people simple enough to believe him, was the true founder of civil society.  What crimes, wars, murders, what miseries and horrors would the human race have been spared, had someone pulled up the stakes or filled in a ditch and cried out to his fellow men: ‘Do not listen to this imposter.  You are lost if you forget that the fruits of the earth belong to all and the earth to no one!’” (Discourse on Inequality, p. 44)

T, 3/21

First Discourse (Blackboard)
TH, 3/23
Second Discourse: On the Origin of Inequality, Part I (pp. 1-44)
T, 3/28

Second Discourse: On the Origin of Inequality, Part II (pp. 44-71)
B. Friedrich Nietzsche

“The origin of the word ‘good’ was definitely not linked from the first and by necessity to ‘unegoistic’ actions, as the superstition of these genealogists of morality would have it.  Rather it was only when aristocratic value judgments declined that the whole antithesis ‘egoistic’ ‘unegoistic’ obtruded itself more and more on the human conscience—it is, to speak in my own language, the herd instinct that through this antithesis at last gets its word (and its words) in.” (Genealogy, I.3)

“The slave revolt in morality begins when ressentiment itself becomes creative and gives birth to values: the ressentiment of natures that are denied the true reaction, that of deeds, and compensate themselves with imaginary revenge.”  (Genealogy, I.10)

Th, 3/30
Large Group: Required Movie: Rope (1963, Director: Alfred Hitchcock)


Reading: Nietzsche’s “Preface” to Genealogy of Morals (pp. 15-23)

T, 4/4

Genealogy of Morals, First Essay (pp. 24-56)
TH, 4/6
Diadeloso

T, 4/11

Genealogy of Morals, Second Essay (pp. 57-76)
Th, 4/13
Genealogy of Morals, Second Essay (pp. 76-96)
IV. Contemporary 
T, 4/18

Bobos in Paradise pp. 9-102
Th, 4/20
Bobos in Paradise 103-188
T, 4/25

Bobos in Paradise 189-276
W, 4/26 
*Final Exam Essays Posted
TH, 4/27
Large Group:  Review and Closing Reflections
TH, 5/4 
FINAL EXAM (4:30-6:30 pm; in small groups)
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